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‘be custodian of the State seal.
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"-.an attorney and president of the |
Montgomery County Bar Associa-
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|went to court for a writ of man-
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;stamped in gold with the Great
Seal of Maryland.

jafter lights-out.

The Washington Post, 16 December 1949

Takes Office;
Sets Precedent

Annapolis, Md., Dec. 15 &@).—
Smiling Vivian V. Simpson, cham-~
pion of female rights, today be-
came Maryland’'s fost woman Sec
retary of State.

Amid applause from more than
500 men and women, she was sworn
in at the State House hy Governor
Lane and received her commissian

One of the petite brunette's
duties in the $2000-year post will

Miss Simpson, 46 years old, lsi

tion.
Twenty-six years ago, as a stu-
dent at the University of Maryland,
‘Miss Simpson was ordered expelled
for refusing to conform to school
discipline.
She was described as a pro-
fessed “man-hater” and a student
who violated rules by making fudge
Fighting back, Miss Simpson
damus, said she sought only the
punleaes already given to male
-'students and lost the case finally in
the State’s highest court.
She transferred to George Wash-

‘\ington University and in 1927 grad-

uated from the George Washing-

jton law school.

Climaxing her subsequent career,

"|Governor Lane appointed her Sec-

L. Boone of Baltimore, who re-

.|signed to take a State Department

position.
Her office, its routine handled by
a corps of assistants, attests the

retary of State to succeed Bertram\
isignature of the Governor on ail

ipublic documents, certifies the re-

{sults of elections and keeps a rec-.

ord of trademarks, paroles, and ap-;
pointments by the Governor.
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